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First Selectman’s Corner
mileage from the exit to the beginning of route 9 in Saybrook.
For example, exit 7 becomes exit 10. The wording of the exit
signs must meet federal standards. There’s more flexibility
with supplemental signs. There will be one for Higganum.
The project will take two years to complete. While it’s expected to start in the fall/winter of 2020, we probably won’t see
any changes before the spring/summer of 2021.

I hope you and your family enjoyed the holidays. I’ve been busy
since assuming my duties as First Selectman. I’m sure most of
you have experienced starting a new job and feeling that trying
to take it all in was like drinking from a fire hose. It’s exciting and
daunting at the same time!
As I said during the campaign, one of my first priorities is meeting the important people I’d be dealing with during my term. To
that end I’ve met with town employees, first selectmen from other
towns, business owners, and engineers working on the Tylerville
water project, Dublin Hill Bridge, roads and other infrastructure
improvements.
As of my writing this article:
•

Tylerville water – The water main is in and has been tested.
Hook ups of businesses and residences are ongoing. Final
paving and finish work will be completed in the spring.

•

Dublin Hill Bridge – The bridge should be open to traffic by
the end of December. The road surface won’t be paved but it
will be passable. Paving will have to wait until the spring.

•

Route 9 signs – DOT will be replacing the signs along route
9. The signs are being replaced because many are in poor repair. The exits will be renumbered to meet federal standards.
Instead of being sequential, the exit numbers will be the

Haddam Events • Quarter 1 • 2020

•

Brainerd Library - Brainerd Library held a groundbreaking
for their renovations. A new parking lot, first floor entry
and community use space are coming!

•

Higganum Center Study - The Higganum Center Study,
documenting the results of the public charrettes on the future
of the center, was released. Over 250 residents worked together to develop strategies, goals and action plans for the center’s
future. There was pretty solid agreement between those who
attended the sessions that we should build a community
septic system for the center. The firm conducting the study
stressed it’s important to get things started within 90 days,
so I intend to start on the septic system shortly.
It’s an exciting time to be your First Selectman! Thank you for
your confidence in me.
Robert McGarry
First Selectman

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Visit Haddam on our website:

www.haddam.org

We hope you will find our website
to be a useful tool to find updated
information and explore our
wonderful community.
www.eventsmagazines.com

Greetings from the Tax Office
The January installment for Real Estate, Personal Property and
Motor Vehicle Supplemental bills are due by February 3, 2020.
The second installment for Real Estate, Personal Property and
the full Motor Vehicle Supplemental bills are due by Monday
February 3, 2020. We accept postmarked dates from the Post
Office. You can use the pre-addressed envelope that came in
the July bills. Payments can still be sent to the Town of Haddam, 30 Field Park Drive, Haddam CT 06438. And as always,
if you want to come in and see us, Robbie and I will be taking
payments in the office. Please make checks payable to The
Town of Haddam.
Supplemental Motor Vehicle bills were mailed the beginning
of December this year. We were able to get them delivered a
few weeks earlier than normal.
We do not mail out bills for the second installment for Real
Estate or Personal Property bills. If you need a copy of your
bill, visit Haddam.org and search under Pay Taxes Online.
You can print a copy of your original bill, pay a bill or see when
a payment was made. You can always call, email or stop in for
a copy.
If you bought a house, paid off your mortgage, or changed
escrow companies after July, please confirm with them on who
is going to be paying the January installment.
Credit Card payments can be made in the office or online. We
do not take payments over the phone. A service fee of 2.95%
for payments made with a credit or debit card will be applied
to all card transactions. An electronic funds transfer can be set
up online from a checking account for a flat fee of $1.50.
If you are paying online, you will receive an email confirmation
that your payment was made. If you do not receive one, or
you’re not sure if your payment went through, please give us a
call before you try again. Online payments have to be manually
processed in the office and will not reflect on our website for a
few days.
Any payments postmarked after February 3, 2020, will start
to accrue interest at a rate of 1.5% a month from the original
due date of January 1, 2020. To help keep interest down, partial
payments can be made at any time.
If you would like to have a receipt mailed to you, please include
a self-addressed stamped envelope and include a phone number.
The Tax Collector’s office is open: Monday - Wednesday 8:30
am - 4:00 pm, Thursday 8:30 am - 6:00 pm, and Friday 8:30 am
- 12:00 pm.
Kristin Battistoni - 860-345-8531 X 207
or via email at taxcollect@haddam.org.
Robbie Marshall – 860-345-8531 X 206
or via email at taxclerk@haddam.org.
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I love the view
from my office.
Jason Bond champions the trees,
landscapes and property investments
of the customers in his care. And he’s
one of the many reasons we’ve
become the premier scientific tree
and shrub care company in the world.

203-453-1357
bartlett.com/Guilford-CT

EVERY TREE NEEDS A CHAMPION.

JASON BOND
Arborist and
Bartlett Champion

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Thank You to the Haddam-Killingworth
Middle School Jazz Band!
Thank you to the
Haddam-Killingworth
Middle School Jazz Band
for performing at the
Haddam Holiday Open
House on December 12th.
The 20-member band is
ledby Olivia Tempesta.
Residents enjoyed some
holiday classics as well as
other pieces the band
has been working on
throughout the year. Their
performance was definitely
a highlight of the night.

Town Clerk's Office
Scott R. Brookes, Town Clerk
Ann D. Riebold, Assistant Town Clerk
Office Hours: Monday thru Wednesday 8:30 am to 4:00 pm
Thursday 8:30 am to 6:00 pm, Friday 8:30 am to noon.
Phone (860)345-8531 Scott ext. 212, Ann ext. 211
Fax (860)345-3730
Email: Scott Brookes, townclerk@haddam.org
Ann Riebold, townclerkasst@haddam.org
THANK YOU!
We would like to say thank you to Dan Luisi of Dan’s Custom
Counters for fabricating and donating our new countertops.
We would also like to thank Todd Anderson of Anderson Building and Remodeling for the donation of his time installing our
counters. We have received many compliments on how nice
they look in the office. THANK YOU BOTH!
SPORTSMEN
2020 SPORTS LICENSES are available. Additional information
regarding regulations, permits, conservation education/firearms
safety courses are available online at http//www.dep.state.ct.us
DEEP reminds anglers age 65 and older that the free resident
“lifetime” inland fishing, hunting and trapping licenses for individuals age 65 and older became “annual” licenses effective October 1, 2009. All “age 65 and older” free inland fishing, hunting
and trapping licenses obtained since October 1, 2009 must now
be renewed annually. Additionally, all “age 65 and older” free
marine fishing licenses must be renewed annually. Holders of age
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65 and older “lifetime” Connecticut inland fishing licenses obtained prior to October 1, 2009 are not required to reregister for
a new license. However, should one lose this “lifetime” license,
they will need to obtain a free replacement by accessing the
licensing system from their home computer, or by visiting a town
hall, DEEP office or other participating vendor. All individuals
with “lifetime” hunting or combination hunting & fishing licenses will need to register themselves in the Automated Licensing
System to obtain the appropriate permits and tags along with
their unique Conservation ID#. In subsequent license years, this
Conservation ID# will be re-used and the free hunting license
will need to be selected annually prior to obtaining permits and
tags. For assistance in renewing these licenses, contact DEEP
Licensing and Revenue at (860) 424-3105.
TRANSFER STATION
The Transfer Station is located on Route 154, just north of the
Haddam Meadows State Park. If you do not have a private trash
collection service, trash and recyclables should be brought separated to the Transfer Station. To assure that only Haddam residents use the Transfer Station, a current Haddam sticker must
be displayed in order to use the facility. Stickers are good for the
fiscal year (July through June) and may be purchased for a $50
fee for Residences over 65, 75.00 fee for Residences under 65
from the Town Clerk at the Town Office building. The operators
of the Transfer Station are licensed by the State and will assist
residents to assure compliance with the recycling law.

www.eventsmagazines.com

HOURS: Wednesday, 8:00 am - 3:45 pm,
Saturday, 8:00 am - 3:45pm, Sunday, 8:00am- 11:45am.
All Transfer Station permits expire July 1st. To insure that there is
a clear understanding of the rules, please read below:
Permit must be clearly displayed and adhered to the driver’s side
window shield.
Registration must be written on the permit itself. Any vehicles
without a current permit or without a sticker on vehicle will not
be allowed to leave its contents at the Transfer Station. Loose
permit stickers will be required to be applied to the vehicle before
dumping or vehicle will be turned away.
In order to purchase a Transfer Station Permit, please come
to the Town Clerk’s Office and have the following available:
- Proof of residency.
- Automobile registration.
- $50.00 payment for Residences over 65. Cash or
check, no credit or debit cards.
- $75.00 payment for residences under 65.
Cash or check, no credit or debit cards.
Persons may purchase additional stickers for their
household with the following information:
- Proof of residency.
- Automobile registration.
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- $50.00 payment. Cash or check, no credit or debit cards
- $75.00 payment for residences under 65. Cash or Check,
no credit or debit cards.
CLEAN RECYCLABLES ARE IMPORTANT!
Dirty materials can’t be recycled and can attract nuisance insects
and animals. Please take care in what you recycle so as not to
contaminate the load. WHAT TO RECYCLE: Newspapers, magazines & catalogs, cardboard, mixed office paper, food and drink
containers, telephone books, leaves, brush, motor oil, antifreeze,
tires, scrap metal, electronics and some bulky waste.
REMINDER
If you have forgotten, please be sure to pay your DOG LICENSE
fee so that you have the current tag. Our Animal Control Officer
will be contacting you, if you are delinquent. Fees: A neutered or
spayed dog $8.00, an unneutered or unspayed dog $19.00. Kennel
License is $51.00. Beginning July 1, a penalty fee will be charged
for every month a resident is late in registering a dog. Licenses
can be mailed once proof of current rabies vaccination and a
spaying/neutered certificate are mailed to the Town Clerk at 30
Field Park Drive, Haddam, CT 06438, along with your fee. If you
no longer have your dog, please let us know so that we may update our records. If you have any questions or concerns regarding
licensing your dog(s) please call or email our office.

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Estate Treasures

The Amazing Everything Store!
134 Main Street Ext., Middletown, CT

860-344-0005
Since 1999!

Find us on ebay at 4Ueverythingstore
- Open 7 Days a Week 5 Rooms - 20,000 Square Feet, Collectibles, Antiques
•
•
•
•
•

Home Furnishings, Vintage, Retro & Used
Outdoor Furniture
Mattresses; Box Springs & Frames
TVs - Electronics
Appliances

•
•
•
•
•

Linens
Artwork
Frames
Jewelry
Tools

Health Care Equipment
Hospital Beds - Lift Chairs - Wheelchairs
Walkers - Canes - Scooters - Shower Benches

Estate Services
Moving & Clean Out

• Moving to or from Assisted Living, • Dump Runs/Dumpster
Senior Housing, Downsizing, etc.
• Property made
• Complete Clean Out
“Realtor Ready”
• Attic, Cellar, Garage, Yard
• Resale Value Considered

No Job Too Small!

News and Deadlines from
the Assessor's Office
A Big Thank You!
The Assessor’s Office would like to express our appreciation for
the new countertop donation and installation. We would like
to give recognition to the following: Dan’s Custom Counters
LLC located in Newington CT for the generous donation and
the superb installation was provided by Todd Anderson, of
Anderson Building and Remodeling Higganum CT. You have
made our work environment a nicer place.
State of Connecticut Homeowner’s (Circuit Breaker)
and the Town of Haddam Senior Abatement Program
The application period for these exemptions is February 1,
2020 to May 15, 2020. Persons who file must be 65 years of
age by December 31, 2019 or totally disabled. Please call the
Assessor’s Office at 860-345-8531 Ext 213 or 226 to make an
appointment or to discuss your qualifications.
Additional Veteran’s Exemption
The application period for Additional Veteran’s exemptions is
February 1, 2020 to October 1, 2020. Please call the Assessor’s
Office at 860-345-8531 Ext 213 or 226 to make an appointment
or to discuss your qualifications.
Proof of income is required when filing for the above
programs. Income includes all taxable and non-taxable
income as well as social security income.
Exemption forms for the Totally Disabled and for the Blind
are available in the Assessor’s Office. If you have any questions
please do not hesitate to call us at 860-345-8531, ext. 213
or 226.

Home Heating Oil
♦ Central Heating & Heating Oil
♦ Residential & Commercial
Duct Systems
♦ Service & Installations

860-526-5244
860-345-3218
CT Lic. # S1-395107
CT Lic. # SM1-1954
CT Lic. # SM1-1980
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Reporting Address Changes is Crucial to Taxpayers!
It is imperative that you report any change of mailing
address to the Assessor’s Office. The mailing address on the
Assessor’s records is what is used for all tax bills and other
correspondence such as assessment information, assessment
appeals information, etc. Not only is this information used by
the tax collector it is also used by the land use office, building
department, selectman’s office and other departments.
We have come across many circumstances where the mailing
address on record has been incorrect. These incorrect
addresses may result in interest penalties and other charges
imposed by the Tax Collector’s Office due to the claim that no
tax bill was received. Non-receipt of a tax bill does not negate
your liability to pay the bill including any interest or penalties.
Therefore, we are trying to spare our residents any problems
which may arise from an incorrect mailing address.
Remember, if you move, your mail is only forwarded by the
post office for 6 months. In some cases, because the tax bills
aren’t generated until the following July, your forwarding
address has expired leaving the Tax Collector with no
current address. According to Connecticut General Statutes
www.eventsmagazines.com

we are only obligated to send it to the
latest known address. Unfortunately,
an incorrect address does not eliminate
your liability to pay the bill, including
all interest and penalties. If you elect to
receive your mail via a post office box,
please note that we are unable to access
that information through the post office
or any other means, so PLEASE inform
our office immediately of any change of
that type.
Another important point regarding mailing addresses is that if your taxes are paid
by your mortgage company we may not
have your current mailing address because
the bill is forwarded to them for the life of
the mortgage. While this may not affect
your tax bill during the mortgage period
once the mortgage is paid off or refinanced
we may not have your proper address, if we
are not notified of any change. In addition,
it will affect any other correspondence
directed to you.
If you are unsure of your current mailing
address, you may call the Assessor’s Office

to verify the address that we have on file.
2020 Revaluation
Revaluations are conducted every 5 years
with a full revaluation every 10 years. The
revaluation we completed in 2015 was an
interim revaluation; the 2020 revaluation is
a full measure and list of all properties.
The major phases to a municipal revaluation are Data Collection, Market Analysis,
Valuation, Field Review and Informal
Hearings. eQuality Valuation Services
LLC was hired to conduct our revaluation.
The inspections should be starting within
the next few weeks. There will be an
introduction letter sent to you before they
start the inspection in your neighborhood.
The inspectors will be wearing ID badges
and have appropriate credentials. This
process will continue through the summer
of 2020.
In the event that you are not available durthe time they will be in your neighborhood
we will also be sending data mailers for
your review and correction of any incor-

-rect information. The inspectors will also
be taking new photos of the front exterior
of your home for our database.
We appreciate your cooperation in this
process.
If you have access to the internet, I would
encourage you to review your property
record card for accuracy before your
inspection. It will alert you to potential
issues that you may want to bring to
our attention during our visit. If you do
not have access to the internet, you can
always call our office, or stop by, and we
can review the data with you before your
inspection. Online property record cards
can be found at www.haddam.org.
If you have any questions regarding
specific property, or any general assessment questions we can be reached by
phone at 860-345-8531 ext. 226 & 213;
via email at assessor@haddam.org or by
stopping at the office.
Tammy Anderson CCMAI, Assessor
Debbie Copp CCMAI, Assistant Assessor

TONY’S
Package Store

Lower Prices
Extensive Beer Collection
Weekly Wine Tastings
10% Off Cases of Wine
Hours
Monday - Saturday 8:30 am - 9 pm
Sunday 10:00 am - 6:00 pm

95 Bridge Street, Haddam, CT

860-345-4307
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DOGS ~ CATS ~ BIRDS ~ EXOTICS
Dr. Leroy Holdmeyer
92 Saybrook Road, Higganum, CT 06441

860.345.3366

fax 860.345.2557
www.higganumvetclinic.com
www.eventsmagazines.com
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Board of Assessment Appeals
From January through March of each
year, a window of opportunity opens for
those of you who disagree with the town’s
assessment of your property. This is the
time when you may apply to appear
before the Board of Assessment Appeals,
who will decide whether your particular
assessment should be adjusted. Here’s
what you need to know.
When you will need to apply:
Applications will be available at the
Assessor’s Office or online beginning
in mid-January. Your completed

application must be received in the
Assessor’s Office by February 20, 2020.
When the hearings will be held:
The Board of Assessment Appeals
will hold hearings in March of 2020.
You will be notified of the date and time
of your appointment via a phone call.
The Board will try its best to accommodate your schedule with daytime and
evening appointments.
What you will need to attach
to the application:
You should bring any evidence that

supports your position i.e. a recent
appraisal (not bank appraisal), invoices,
contracts, photographs, maps, letters,
etc. In addition, the Board may decide
to schedule a site visit to see the property
first hand.
What happens next:
An Action Letter with the Board’s
decision will be sent to you within 1
week of your hearing.
See you in March!
David Beckman, Craig Salonia

HK Recreation Department
HK RECREATION DEPT. 860-345-8334
www.hkrec.com

pm Gr.1) starting Jan. 9, Session 3 will begin Thursday, March
12, 3:30 (Gr. 1) or 4:45(K)

The Haddam-Killingworth Recreation Department is offering
many fun and exciting programs this winter and early spring.
The brochure is posted on www.hkrec.com. Online registration is
available at http://hkrec.recdesk.com/recdeskportal/.

- UKI Indoor Soccer ( Mondays at KES or Fridays at BES; 3:30
pm starting January 10)

Upcoming pre-school programs will include:

- Science Outreach – Wednesdays at BES; 3:30 pm (January
29– Rigamajig / March 25 – Seed to Plant / April 29 –Bubbles)
Thursdays at KES; 3:30 pm (January 30 – Rigamajig / March 26–
Seed to Plant / April 30 – Bubbles)

- Messy Mondays (Mondays, 10 am, beginning January 27
or March 23)
- Pee Wee Soccer (Wednesdays, 3:45 pm, starting January 15,
March 4 or April 29)
- Nature Class (Tuesdays, 10:00 am, January 14 – Foxes; February
4 – Groundhogs; March 10 – Millipedes)
- Science Outreach (Wednesdays, 1:15 pm, January 29 (Rigamajig), March 25 (Seed to Plant), April 29 (Bubbles)
A variety of Youth programs will be offered:
- Skyhawks Soccer & T-Ball (Tuesdays, 3:30 pm, starting May 5)
- Young Chefs of HK ( 2/5, 4/1, 5/6 at 4:15 pm at the HK HS)
- Engineering Workshops (Tuesdays at KES or Fridays at BES;
3:30 pm, Jan./Feb./April/May Sessions)
- Creative Art (Tuesdays at KES; Thursdays at BES; 3:30 pm)
Jan./March/April/May Sessions)
- 2 Grade Basketball (Saturdays, 10:30 am, starting January 18
for 6 weeks at HK Middle School)
nd

- Skyhawks Basketball for gr. K-1 (Tuesdays at BES, Session 1,
(3:30pm K) starting Jan. 7 or Thursdays at BES, Session 2 (3:30
10
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- Gymnastics (Tuesdays at BES; Fridays at KES 3:30 pm, beginning in March)

- Zumba Kids (Thursdays at KES beginning Jan. 9, Fridays at BES
beginning February 28; 3:30 pm)
- Running Rams Strenth & Conditioning (Mondays at HK Middle School beginning March 9 at 5:30 pm)
- Horseback Riding (Tuesdays or Wednesdays at Sycamore Farm
5:45 pm or 7:00 pm (ages 6 - 13); beginning April 28)
- Karate Kids (Mondays at BES; Wednesdays at KES; 3:30 pm,
starting January 13 for 16 weeks)
- Corkum Baseball Clinic (Monday and Tuesday, April 6 and 7
from 9 - 12 pm)
- Archery (Wednesdays, 6:30 pm, starting March 4 or April 29 at
HK High School)
- Wizard’s School of Magic (Fridays at BES February 14; April 17
at KES; 3:30 pm)
- Mindstorm Robotics (Tues. at KES; Thurs. at BES, beginning
January 21 for 5 weeks, 3:30 pm)
www.eventsmagazines.com

- Play-Well LEGO Intro to STEM (Mon. at BES beginning
Febuary 24 at 3:30 pm)
- Paint & Play ( Monday, March 4 at BES; Tuesday, March 5 at
KES; 3:30 pm)
- Chemical Reactions and Then Some (Tues. at KES; Thurs.
at BES, beginning March 5 for 5 weeks, 3:30 pm)
- Junior Engineering (Tues. at KES; Thurs. at BES, beginning
May 5 for 5 weeks, 3:30 pm)
- Guitar With Charles (Mondays, 4:30 pm, starting January 27
or March 30 at the HK HS Old MS)
- Paint and Stay (Gr. 4 & 5) (Thursday, 3:45 pm, March 12 at the
HK IS Art Room D006)
- Wrestling & Brazilian Jiu Jitsu (Tues. & Thur. 5:15 pm beginning March 10 at the HK Middle School )
- Engineering (Gr. 4 & 5) Tuesday, January 28 (Roller Coasters)
or Tuesday, March 17 (Battle Bots) 3:45 pm at HK IS/MS)
- Babysitting Course (Wednesdays, beginning February 5, 5:45
pm, or Mondays, beginning April 13, 5:45 pm at the HK
HS Lower Media Center)
- Ice Fishing (Sunday, January 26, 10:00 am at Killingworth
Care Center)
- Canvas & Cupcakes (Friday, March 20, 6:00 pm at HK HS
Cafeteria)
- CRPA Hotshot Contest (Monday, March 9, 4:30 pm at the
HK HS)
- Swim Lessons (Tuesdays & Thursdays at 7:00 pm starting
January 16, 6:00 or 6:50 pm starting in February)
- When I’m in Charge (Wednesday, January 15 or Thursday
March 12, at 5:45 pm at the HK HS Lower Media Center)
- Parent/Tot Swim and Pre-School Swim (Tuesday &
Thursdays starting in May)
- February and April Vacation camps will be held from 7:00
- 6:00 pm at the HK HS. Specials include Animal Olympians,
Tuesday, April 7, 10:00 am at the HK HS Auditorium. Teens can
take Lifeguard Training, and Crossroads Driving School. Many
adult programs include Fitness Yoga, Zumba, Dog Obedience,
Indoor Pickleball, Pottery, Adult Paint Night, Creative Writing, Pallet Design, Adult Horseback Riding, Aqua Aerobics,
Semi-Private Swim Lessons, Basic Boat Course, Adult/Child/
Infant CPR, Sr. Exercise and Sr. Swim.
Excursions that will be offered include Broadway – West Side
Story or Tina on (3/25); MGM Springfield (4/8). The HK Rec.
Dept. also has discounted tickets to the CT Science Museum.
For more information about any of our programs, please call
the Haddam-Killingworth Recreation Dept. at 860-345-8334
or visit www.hkrec.com.
Haddam Events • Quarter 1 • 2020

& SON, INC.

Serving the CT River Valley
Heating Oil Dealer #252
P-203832 / S-303213

“Delivering for Our
Customers Since 1924”
• WATER SYSTEMS

Pumps, Tanks, Heaters, Filters

• FUEL OILS, PLUMBING
AND HEATING

High Efficiency Boilers, Solar Hot Water
Service and Repairs, Remodeling, Renovations

860-873-8454
www.mausandson.com

Eddies
AUTO BODY
SPECIALISTS

Serving Our Community
Since 1956

860-873-9044
2 Matthews Drive
East Haddam 06423

www.eddiesautobodyct.com
www.eventsmagazines.com
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Brainerd Library's Youth Services Programs
In February, Music with Margie will take place on the following Thursdays: the 6th & the 13th. The theme is “Friendship.” In
March, Music with Margie will meet on the following Thursdays:
March 5th and March 19th. The theme for March is “Windy Days
and Things That Fly.” Margie’s multi-sensory program builds
skills on a bi-weekly basis, in order for children to reach the
developmental goals they need to enter kindergarten. Margie
brings items for children to play with such as beanbags, scarves,
puppets, and instruments. Music with Margie is appropriate for
children ages 2 to 6.

Toddler Tunes

CHILDREN’S PROGRAMS
Preschool Storytime

Preschool Storytime takes place every Tuesday at 10:30 am.
Join us for themed stories, songs, finger plays, and crafts.
Appropriate for children ages 2 to 5, but siblings are always
welcome.

Music with Margie

In January, Music with Margie will meet on the following Thursdays: the 9th & the 23rd. The theme for January is "Rhymes and
Circle Dances."

Toddler Tunes is a music and movement program for toddlers
and their caregivers. Join us to sing nursery rhymes, dance, make
music, and read a simple story. Appropriate for children ages 1
to 3, but siblings are always welcome. Please visit www.brainerdlibrary.org for future dates and times as we are restructuring
this program.

LEGO™ Club

Like playing with Legos? Come build with us! Each month will
feature one unique theme and one free build. Lego creations will
be put on display until the next session. Lego Group meets on
the 1st and 3rd Tuesdays of every month from 5:00 to 6:00 pm.
Appropriate for children ages 5 and up.

Crystals and Minerals of Connecticut

On Saturday, January 18th from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. come join
Nancy Najarian for a hands-on program and discussion of the
variety of minerals and crystals from Connecticut and around
the world. Nancy will inform us of what crystals and minerals
we can find in Connecticut and the various tests used to identify
them. She will bring some fluorescent samples and a geologic
microscope to view the minerals and crystals up close. If you
would like a sneak peek of some crystals and minerals stop by
the Library to see a sampling of Nancy’s collection in our display
case by the circulation desk for the month of January.

Nutmeg Book Club

The Nutmeg Book Club returns! If you are in grades 4-6, join us
on the last Wednesday of each month from 6:00 to 7:00 pm for a
lively discussion of a selected Nutmeg nominee. Be prepared to
enjoy pizza, snacks, book-related activities, and trivia. Our first
meeting is on January 29th and the selection is Ban This Book by
Alan Gratz. We meet in February on the 26th and in March on
the 25th. Stay tuned for those book selections. Please register by
calling 860-345-2204 or visiting www.brainerdlibrary.org.
Super Smash Bros. Club
Whether you want to learn the basics or are looking to fine tune
your skills, our Smash club has a place for you! Join us on Saturday, January 25th from 12:00 to 2:00 p.m. where we’ll have Smash
64, Melee, and Ultimate. Play using our controllers or bring your
12
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own. Come learn techniques such as wave
dashing and DI, try out new characters or
practice your main, and enjoy playing
friendlies in a welcoming environment. An
experienced player will be there to guide
newcomers. For ages 10 - 18. Refreshments
will be served.

Dino Day!

The Brainerd Children’s Department is
having a Dino Day to celebrate Take Your
Child to the Library Day! Join us on Saturday, February 1st from 11 am -1 pm for
dino stories & songs, crafts, snacks, and a
visit from Riverside Reptiles at noon. Meet
and touch reptiles and amphibians from
around the world! You won’t want to miss
this!

Duo Retro Craft: DIY Decoupage
Glass Plates

On Wednesday, February 12th at 6:00
pm. Come learn how to make your own
decorative decoupage glass plate. Decoupage is an art form dating back to the
17th century which decorates surfaces by
applying cutouts, such as paper or fabric,
and then coating them with several layers
of decoupage glue. We will be coloring
designs of own choice with colored pencils
and using decoupage glue to adhere the
designs to the plate. All supplies will be
provided. Makes a great gift! This is a
buddy program: parents and grandparents,
older siblings, and caregivers work paired
to help younger learners (ages 8 and up)
learn the craft.

Please join us for an informative 4-part
series of wellness presentations that will be
sure to provide you with helpful tools and
tips for parenting your young children.
Sessions will be held at the Brainerd
Library in the Children’s Department on
the first 4 Mondays of March from 6:00
-7:00 pm with a light supper included.
Teen volunteers will be available to do
craft activities with young children and
keep them entertained. March 2nd: Benefits of Children’s Yoga with Theresa
Tovey, OT Regional School District 4;
March 9th: Positive Parenting with Barbara Vita, Early Childhood Specialist, CT
Afterschool Network; March 16th. Speech/
Language Development with Mary Pope,
SLP, Lyme/Old Lyme Public Schools;
March 19th:
Healthy Eating with Kara Pachniuk,
Certified Nutritionist-Nourish & Nosh,
Madison. This program is offered by H/K
Youth and Family Services in partnership
with the Brainerd Memorial Library and
Killingworth Library. Please register for
any/all dates that you are interested in by
calling 860-345-2204 or visiting www.
brainerdlibrary.org.

Following the presentation there will be a
“sofa talk” discussion with local teens to
assist parents in how to get the conversation started with their own children and
young adults. This program is appropriate
for parents of children ages 8 and up.
Refreshments will be served, please register on our website www.brainerdlibrary.
org or by emailing our Teen Services
Coordinator, Kristen at kcarpentier@
brainerdlibrary.org.

Teen Advisory Board

Is back for the school year! What can your
library do for you? Join BML’s Teen Advisory Board to find out! The TAB will meet
on Thursdays January 23rd, February 13th,
& March 12th from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. Voice
your ideas for improved young adult (YA)
services, help plan YA events and activities, help develop the YA collection, and
assist with Children’s programming. Participation counts toward community
services hours and looks great on college
and job applications! Contact Kristen
at kcarpentier@brainerdlibrary.org or call
us at 860-345-2204. It's your library... make
a difference! For tweens and teens grades
6 to 12.

YOUNG ADULT PROGRAMS

Vaping: What Every Parent Should
Know

Join us Thursday January 16 from 6-7:30
pm for a presentation by HK Youth &
Family Services on how vaping is affecting
our youth. Parents will have an opportunity to see, and touch, various vaping materials helping them understand what they
look like and how they affect their children.

Want to reach
every home in town?
Call Essex Printing & Events Magazines
860-767-9087

“Dutch Does It Better”

Your local and family owned
and operated source dedicated
to providing personal and
professional service since 1997.
24/7 Emergency Service
Automatic Fuel Delivery
Furnace/Boiler Service
& Installation
Kohler Generator Service
& Installation
Gas Fireplaces
Water Heaters
Price Programs
Service Plans
AC Service & Installation
Customer Loyalty & Referral
Programs

HOD #310 & HOD #909 CT Contractor Lic. #S1-303161

Please note that space is limited for this
program and registration is required.
Please call 860-345-2204 or visit www.
brainerdlibrary.org to register.

Early Childhood Wellness
Works Series

Moodus, CT 06469

860-873-3876

www.dutchoil.com
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Youth & Family Services of Haddam-Killingworth, Inc.
Girls Night Out - Join us for a fun informational night designed to give girls a
better understanding of the changes their
bodies will go through during puberty. This
program is for girls in the 4th and 5th grades
and their mothers or significant caregivers. February 4, 2020 from 6 – 8 pm at
the Brainerd Library. Cost is $35 per pair.
Includes resource materials, goodie bags
and a pizza dinner. Call Youth and Family
Services of HK to register at 860-345-7498
or email Lindsey at PreventionCoordinator@hkyfs.org
Healthy Communities Healthy Kids
Coalition - What is the Healthy Communities Healthy Kids Coalition? A group of
community members formed this coalition
(formerly the Prevention Council) in 1993
in response to the growing concern about
the number of Haddam and Killingworth
youth using and abusing alcohol and other
drugs. A collaborative effort enhances and
strengthens the process of identifying and
addressing areas of concern.

Why was it created? - The towns of Haddam and Killingworth struggle with youth
substance abuse. This continues to be an
issue with all communities nationwide. The
Healthy Communities-Healthy Kids (HCHK) Coalition seeks to prevent and reduce
substance abuse. The Coalition meets
monthly and has had several working
meetings where members break into small
groups to analyze the local and national
data, prioritize areas of concern and plan
how they hope to address these areas.
Who is involved? - Representatives from
all 12 sectors of the community are involved in coalition activities. They include
youth; parents; the business community;
media; school; youth serving organizations;
law enforcement agencies; religious or
fraternal organizations; civic and volunteer
groups; healthcare professionals; state or
local agencies with expertise in the field
of substance abuse; and other organizations
involved in reducing substance abuse.

If interested in joining, contact Lindsey
Lehet at 860-34-7498 ext. 3 or Preventioncoordinator@hkyfs.org.
“Vaping, what every parent should
know” - Join us at the Brainerd Library on
Thursday January 16 from 6-7:30 pm for a
presentation by HK Youth & Family Services on how vaping is affecting our youth.
Parents will have an opportunity to see,
and touch, various vaping materials helping
them understand what they look like and
how they affect their children.
Following the presentation there will be a
“sofa talk” discussion with local teens to
assist parents in how to get the conversation started with their own children and
young adults. This program is appropriate for parents of children ages 8 and up.
Refreshments will be served, please register
on our website www.brainerdlibrary.org or
by emailing our Teen Services Coordinator,
Kristen at kcarpentier@brainerdlibrary.org.

Finding Lung Cancer
While lung cancer is the leading cause of cancer deaths in the
United States, it’s important to understand that it can be treated
successfully when found early.
Lung cancer often has no symptoms, making it difficult for people
to realize that something is wrong. Most often, early stage lung
cancer can be best detected through lung screenings. Lung screenings are ordered by physicians and recommended for those aged
55 to 80 who have a 30-pack year history of smoking. You must
also be a smoker or former smoker who quit within the past 15
years and not be exhibiting lung cancer symptoms. Middlesex

Health is a Lung Cancer Screening Center of Excellence.
This means that Middlesex demonstrates responsible, high-quality screening practices, and it ensures that the low-dose CT scans
used to screen for lung cancer are carried out safely, efficiently and
equitably.
Early lung cancer can also be detected through “incidental findings,” meaning that a suspicious lesion was detected during the
reading of a diagnostic test that a patient was having for another
medical issue. It is critically important that lesions, regardless of
how they are detected, are followed up on as recommended.

I look forward to addressing your concerns in the following areas of law...
REAL ESTATE: Refinance • Purchase • Sale • Reverse Mortgage
SMALL BUSINESS: Formation • Consulting • Purchase • Sale • Corporation • LLC
WILLS & PROBATE: Probate Administration • Living Wills • Estate Planning
Peter@lawforlocals.com • SERVING THE COMMUNITY SINCE 1992 • www.lawforlocals.com
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The Total Lung Care Center, part of Middlesex Health Cancer
Center, works with primary care physicians, radiologists and
nurse navigators to coordinate expedited care plans. The goal is
to always get you an appointment with a pulmonologist as soon
as possible. A timely diagnosis is very important because it allows
lung cancer to be treated at an earlier stage. If your lesion is

determined to be cancerous, you may need additional care and
treatment. The Total Lung Care Center’s nurse navigator will
guide and support you through all aspects of lung cancer care
- from diagnosis to survivorship. For more information, visit
MiddlesexHealth.org/lung.

Get Ready for Old Saybrook Chili Fest!
Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 29, 2020 for the 24th Annual Old
Saybrook Chili Fest, when Main Street
will be lined with chili competitors
vying for the highly coveted title
of “Best Chili.”
Chili Fest is a much-anticipated winter
event, attracting 3,000+ visitors. The
money raised from Chili Fest supports
multiple charitable causes. The first is
the C. Wilfred Hunter Memorial Scholarship, awarded by the Old Saybrook
Chamber of Commerce to area students
pursuing post-secondary education.
Additionally, the top three winners earn
a donation to their designated charity.
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Looking for
a Few Good People!

The Chili Fest competition is open to
the community. Professional chefs as
well as non-professionals compete for
votes, with the public casting ballots for
their favorite chili. In addition to the
popular vote, a panel of independent
judges will conduct a taste test and
announce the “Judges Choice” Award.
Applications and instructions for
entering Chili Fest may be found on the
Chamber web site, www.oldsaybrookchamber.com/chili-fest.

• Be Part of the Outstanding Sales Team
at Events Magazines
• Part-Time Commission-Based Sale
• Flexible Schedule in Designated
Location
• Leads Ready to Work
• Training and Ongoing Support
Provided

Chili Fest is presented by Guilford
Savings Bank and is held rain, snow, or
shine along Main Street, Old Saybrook.

If interested, contact Essex Printing
& Events Magazines
print@essexprinting.com.

Earn Supplemental Income

Old Saybrook Chamber of Commerce

www.eventsmagazines.com
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Haddam Historical Society Hosts the 28th Annual
Winter Woolies Knitting Circle
Do you have a knitting or needlework project that has been sitting
around waiting for you to finish it?
Join Beth Hartke to work on that neglected piece or start a new one and enjoy
the company of others with NO modern-day intrusions.
January 19th & February 2nd from 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm at the Thankful Arnold
House Museum, 14 Hayden Hill Road, Haddam, CT.
Registration is required, since space is limited. Admission is free.
For further information call Lisa at Haddam Historical Society
860-345-2400 or contact@haddamhistory.org.

The Friends of Brainerd Memorial Library
The Friends wish everyone a happy healthy New Year!
In this issue is the list of Hopeful Books we have developed with
input from the Library Board and Staff. The library has some
copies available to check out and will order books from other
libraries.

The Book Nook on the main level (behind non-fiction) has a few
copies for sale along with many interesting titles and materials;
Hardcover and paperback Fiction and Non-Fiction for all ages,
CDs, DVDs, book sets, mystery bags, and games. Every month

WMRD
1150 - AM
Middletown - Hartford

In January, the Friends would like to support your New Year’s
resolutions by offering all Health and Self Help books in a Buy
One Get One Free sale. And this year, to make the long winter
a little more relaxing - we invite you to browse our really large
selection of Trade paperbacks. Trades are 5x7 or larger and are
easier to read than your regular small, thick mass market copies.
We are pleased to offer the Trade paperbacks as buy one get one
as well.
So stop in on a dreary afternoon. Sip a hot drink, lounge in our
big comfy chairs and choose something captivating to take home!
We’d like to thank you for your generous support in 2019 and
look forward to seeing you at the library and during our special
events. Thanks very much!

BOOKS OF HOPE FOR CHALLENGING TIMES

WLIS
1420 - AM

Old Saybrook - New London

We are

The Best of the Valley & Shoreline!!
News, Weather, Sports, Traffic, Music, Talk
and Opinion, from around the Corner
and around the World!!

We’ve Got Personality!!!
www.wliswmrd.net
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we feature BOGO sales on different authors, materials,
and subjects like: Arts, Biography, Cooking, Gardening...
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If you sometimes feel overwhelmed by angry, grim news, turn
to these books to lighten your spirits and restore hope. Chosen
by Brainerd Library Friends, staff, and trustees, these fiction and
non-fiction titles feature courage, redemption, positivity and
insight, and just might make your day.
Pick up a copy of the list (with full descriptions) at Brainerd
Memorial Library and check out some of these wonderful titles
while you’re there!

FICTION

All the Light We Cannot See: by Anthony Doerr
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night: by Mike Haddon
(Adult & YA)
A Gentleman in Moscow: by Amor Towles
Hannah Coulter: by Wendell Berry
www.eventsmagazines.com

The Kite Runner: by Khaled Hosseini
Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand : by Helen
Simonson
Peace Like the River: by Leif Enger

The Book of Separation: by Tova Mirvis
(Memoir)
Born Standing Up: by Steve Martin

The More of Less: by Joshua Becker
The Power of Positive Thinking: by
Norman Vincent Peale
The Tattooist of Auschwitz: by Heather
Morris

A Prayer for Owen Meany: by John Irving

Braving the Wilderness: The Quest for
True Belonging and the Courage to Stand
Alone: by Brene Brown

The Orphan Train: by Christine Baker
Kline

A Country Doctor’s Notebook: by Mikhail
Bulgakoo

The Hate U Give: by Angela Thomas

The Secret Life of Bees: by Sue Monk Kidd

The Cruelest Journey: by Kira Salak

I Kill the Mockingbird: by Paul Acampora

Women in Sunlight: by Frances Mayes

Driving Miss Norma: An Inspiring Story
About What Really Matters at the End
of Life: by Tim Baeurschmidt & Ramie
Liddle

Labyrinth Lost: by Zoraida Cordova

Gratitude Diaries: How a Year Looking on
the Bright Side Can Transform Your Life:
by Janice Kaplan

The Thief: by Megan Whalen Turner

NONFICTION

All the Odes: by Pablo Neruda
Almost Everything: Notes on Hope: by
Anne Lamott
The Blind Side: by Michael Lewis
The Book Of Joy: by Dalai Lama and
Desmond Tutu

YOUNG ADULT

Pay It Forward: by Catherine Ryan Hyde
Poet X: by Elizabeth Acevedo

With the Fire on High: by Elizabeth
Acevedo

Life in a Jar: The Irena Sendler Project: by
Jack Mayer

Haddam Plastic Recycling Initiative
TREX has supplied the town with a TREX
bench for each collection period. One has
been placed outside the Firehouse and the
other is on RT 81 by the center.
Here is a recap of the life cycle for recycled
plastic bags in Haddam. We have several
drop-off locations around town.
The Town Office Building, Transfer Station, Nutmeg Pharmacy, River Provisions
and the Brainerd Library have agreed to be
locations for collection. The bags are
weighed and stored, usually at the Town
Office Building, until someone takes them
to a distribution center.
Thank you to all the residents of Haddam
for your participation in our community
project to recycle plastic bags. Through our
partnership with TREX we have been able
to remove 4373.90 pounds of plastic that
would have gone to our landfill.
We began collecting plastic bags last
November with a goal of collecting 500
pounds every six months. Needless to say
we smashed that goal. As a thank you,
Haddam Events • Quarter 1 • 2020

Melissa Oddo, a Haddam resident, put
together this list which contains all the
stores that accept material along with
contact information. The complete list
can be found on our website under
the sustainability page.
These distribution Centers are located at
select Stop and Shop, Big Y, Kohl’s, Price
Chopper, Whole Foods and Target.
In town, we are required to show the State
that we are making progress in reducing

our bulky waste, and Municipal Solid
Waste annually. One of the ways we are
accomplishing this is by recycling over
two tons of plastic bags. Plastic bags cannot be put into the regular single stream
recycling. This program allows us to find
a way to recycle this material and reduce
our bulky waste.
This program was set up as a community
based project. Other than the Transfer
Station employees storing bags, the town
crew is not involved. We are looking for
volunteers constantly. When the shed
behind the Town Office Building is full, we
have to wait to receive any more donations
or back up from the Transfer Station. If
you are headed to one of these stores,
please stop by the shed and grab a few on
your way.
If we can all pitch in a little, the whole
town and planet will benefit.
If you have any questions or would
like to volunteer, please contact Kristin
Battistoni at 860-345-8531 X 207 or
taxcollect@haddam.org.

www.eventsmagazines.com
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last word…

Women’s Suffrage 100 Years Later
Honoring the Hard Fought Battle
for Women’s Voting Rights
The year 2020 marks 100 years since the passage of
the 19th Amendment, which was ratified on August
18, 1920. The 19th Amendment reads as follows:
“The right of citizens of the United States to vote
shall not be denied or abridged by the United States
or any State on account of sex. Congress shall have the power to enforce this article
by appropriate legislation.”
Two simple sentences, it seems. Today, it is unimaginable that this basic right
would not exist for women. Yet, the 19th Amendment resulted from a long,
incredible struggle for equality and it represents a true turning point
in United States history. It is only fitting to take a moment to reflect
on this centennial. This brief segment can only present a few historical
snippets surrounding the fight and can only point out some of the
organizations commemorating the centennial.
THE BEGINNINGS
The first women’s rights convention was held in Seneca Falls, New
York in 1848. It marked the beginnings of what would become a
national movement for women’s suffrage. The first National Woman’s Rights
Convention was held in 1850 in Worcester, MA. Other conventions followed.
The Civil War (1861-1865) effectively halted the women’s suffrage movement
with activists focused on
the abolition movement.
While the movements for
the abolition of slavery and
women’s rights, respectively,
were often entangled, the
constitutional amendments
following the Civil War
created rifts.

“ There never will be
complete equality
until women themselves
help to make laws
and elect lawmakers.”

By 1869, there were two main
Susan B. Anthony
groups advocating for women’s
suffrage. Elizabeth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony formed the National
Woman Suffrage Association (NWSA). Lucy Stone and others founded the
American Woman Suffrage Association (AWSA). While each entity had the same
ultimate goal of winning woman suffrage, their philosophies differed. The NWSA
sought change through constitutional amendment while the AWSA focused on
gaining rights via individual states.
There were also differences between the AWSA and NWSA when it came to the
constitutional amendments following the Civil War. The NWSA opposed the 15th
Amendment (the right of a U.S. citizen to vote not to be abridged by race, color
or previous condition of servitude) due to the exclusion of women. The AWSA
supported the amendment, believing that voting rights for women were not far
away. The two organizations ultimately united in 1890 as the National American
Woman Suffrage Association (NAWSA).
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by Sigrid Kun

AN ARDUOUS STRUGGLE
Progress for the women’s suffrage movement was painfully slow and
rights were garnered state by state. Women achieved voting rights
in Wyoming first in 1869. Colorado followed in 1893. In 1896, Utah
and Idaho were added. Fifteen states granted women the right to vote
prior to the adoption of the 19th Amendment.
The 19th Amendment itself languished for many decades. Drafted
by Susan B. Anthony and Elizabeth Cady Stanton in 1848, the 19th
Amendment was not introduced in Congress until 1878 (30 years
after the Seneca Falls convention). It was not until 1919 - 41 years
after the amendment’s introduction and 71 years following Seneca
Falls - that Congress submitted it to the states for ratification. The
successful struggle capped heroic efforts by a multitude of women
- including pickets, petitions,
marches, and speeches. The
suffragists endured mockery,
arrests, jail, and even forced
feeding after hunger strikes.
Photo courtesy State Archives at the CT State Library.

The

CONNECTICUT’S
CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
Numerous events in 2020 around
the country are celebrating
the centennial of women’s
suffrage. Here in Connecticut,
the Centennial Commission on
Women’s Suffrage (co-chaired by
Secretary of State Denise Merrill,
Lieutenant Governor Susan
Bysiewicz and Connecticut’s
First Lady Annie Lamont) was
launched to celebrate the 19th
Amendment. Merrill calls the
One of “Hartford’s Mothers”
19th
Amendment “the largest
Josephine Bennett.
expansion of democracy our
nation has ever seen.” The Commission she adds “celebrates the
women who made this victory possible, and take[s] a thoughtful
look at the work that is left to be done.”
“The moment of achieving a woman’s right to vote was a turning
point for our country and for our world, that one of the most
powerful nations on earth was sending a message that women have
the right and responsibility to contribute to our government,” stated
First Lady Lamont. “That moment opened the door for women to
hold positions of power in government, education, healthcare, and
of course, in business.”
Please see www.votesforwomenct.com for some of the Connecticut
events commemorating the centennial of the 19th Amendment. The
website also provides insightful biographies of some of Connecticut’s
women suffragists, including Josephine Bennett pictured above.
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